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Radial J48 & JPC

The DI box is a crucial but often-overlooked part
of many signal chains — and, as we found out,
it really is worth investing in quality.

Hugh Robjohns

henever | am asked to recommend
W a DI box, my stock answer is

normally either the B35 AR133 or the
Canford Audio (formerly Theatre Projects)
designs for active applications, or the EMO
range for passive solutions. The reason?
Simply that | have used these designs
throughout my professional life and have
never been let down by them, ever — in
horrifying contrast to many other, notably
cheaper designs that have passed my way
over the years,

However, it was pointed out to me
recently that although my happy
experiences were largely restricted to British
manufacturers, other reputable
manufacturers of DI boxes do exist, so
perhaps | should broaden my horizons a bitl
It was a fair paint, and to that gnd | recently
received a large box full of various “DI
solutions’ from Canadian manufacturers
Radial Engineering,

This company has long held the sams
kind of reputation in the U5 and Canada as
B35, EMO and others have in the UK, and
Radial DI boxes are the first port of call for
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many as a result, My only experience of
them before now has been to see the
solid-looking boxes displayed at trade
shows, 50 | was keen to try them out
for real.

First Direct

The first device 1o emerge from the packing
box was the J48 Active Direct Box, a very
nicely engineered, heavy, 14-gauge steel
unit with a tough, baked-enamel paint
fimish. A rubber pad covers the entire
underside, to prevent the device moving
around, and for electrical isolation, thus
helping 1o avoid unwanted ground loops.
The case is constructed as twe interlocking
I shapes, with the inner section housing
the electronics, switches and connectors,
and the slightly larger outer section
providing protection for them, thanks to its
‘book end’ overhangs, top and bottom. The
whale thing weighs a surprising | kg (2lbs)
= 50 a good description of this box would
be *solid!

One end of the box carries two
quarter-inch input sockets, two buttons and
an LED. The last can be made to flash to
indicate the presence of phantom power
{this unit must be phantom powered, as

Direct Injection Boxes

ISGLATED IN -ACTIWE DT -

there is no standard provision for an internal
battery). Although every active DI box I've
evier come across (until now) has had the
ability 1o use a 9 battery, I've always used
phantom power simply because it is far
mare reliable. 50 I'm not in the slightest
concerned abouwt the absence of a battery
holder in the |48. Furthermore, the lack of

a battery access panel makes the unit

Radial J48

& Built likoe the proverbial cuthouse.
# The lack of o
sound guali
# Phantom ed for complete reliability.

* Useful stereo Mierge Lac

tput transformer all superh

+ Polarity reversal and high-pass filter ingluded,

» Mo sxpensive than its
the LIEK

camipatitian in
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