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Radial juices

up direct
recording with
two new direct
boxes

Dwecl Doxes may not be the glamaurpusses of the
SHuckD workd, Dul thesy Sure ans necessany. Even in
home and project shudios, which are becoming
increasingly balanced — at least as far as their
inlerconnections are concemed — the quality of
wiour direcl bax can make or break a track, As the
saving goas: “Garbage in.. garbags ou.”
Canada's Radial Enginsenng has besn making
topeshell cingdd Bowes [ years. The JO MES and
JUN Dhoplex phase-cobenenl passve drec] boxeas
may offer a B al a price drop companed 1o ofhes
Radial DI unis, bul, wilh Righ-guakly componenis
and sobd cOnSauchon, thy e amytihing Dut cut-rate

FEATURES

The steel chassis looks as though it could with-
sland Armageddon wilhow 50 much as inbroduc-
g a crackla Ino yoaur signal. Each device has a
zalid, dearly marked case thal resembles a hard-
cover book, Conneclions and coniroks are housesd
where the pages would be, somewhal recossed
behind flanges (the “book cowver”). I's a mice
design. The PC board si1s on an inemal chassis
Ihat sits inside the covers, relieving polential
targque thatl ceours moreal-woikd situations, Tha
conirols are accessible when you need tham, b
lmey're akso prabected fram hamm. A non-slip pad
o the Botlom Keaps the unil i place while pra-
tesclirsg F and your alkbver Gear roem Seratches

Eath wunits boast almost anbical circutry (e
Duplex iz essentially two independent Mk3's
mountad in ong chassis). The centemiscs is a
Jensen JT-DBEE (which carries a 20-year warran-
tvl. The use of Jensen tfransformers does add to
ihe cost of the boxes, but also offers auistanding
parfarmance.

Oparatng a diresl Boax is a siraightloryand
Altaur, bul ihe Hadials have a coupla ol
cnhanced features thatl ane worh netng. The
MkZ has two 1/d-inch jacks: Inpul
ifor connecting an
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Radial JDI Mk3 and JDI DI
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MANUFACTURER: Radial Enginesring, #114-
1585 Broadway, Porl Coquitlam, BC, Canada, W3

2047, Tel: 804-942.1001. Wab:
wwnw.radialeng.com.

SUMMARY: Solid construchion, transparent sound,
Jensen transformers, and a flaxible set of features
set the Radial JOI ME2 and JDI Cuplex direct
boxes apart from the crowd,

STREMGTHS: Excallant sound, Cluality canstnuc-

. Flexibde fegture set,
WEAKNESSES: We're thinking....
PRICE: JD k3, 5200; JDI Duplex, 5350
EQ FREE LIT

unbalanced instrument, swch as a qualar, bass,
keyboard, etc.) and Thry (Tor routing that source
an 3 a stage amplifier or preamg). But the Thru
mack hazs anathaer functon: You can plug a second
SOuee inbd ils jack and wsa tha Merge swalch to
surmi Bolh inpuls 0 a mosd aulput al he SLH.
This featune 15 especially ool on e Duplox
model because wou can use it b merge hwo
sterco sources while retaining their maging
ol baoth left channels to Channel A and both
right channels to Channel B, The Mk3's dual-
input capahility also comes in handy an spurces
that have parallel mono aulputs, such as a hybrnid
glaglne quitar that sends magnelic and pozo
pickups signaks fo separale jacks.

Qlher controls inclede Polanty Heversa (which
switches the XLA from pin-2 to pin-3 hat), ground
lift, and two pad controls — a standard 15 <8 for
taming hat instruments and the —30 dB speaker
pad fhat lels you use the JI¥ to inledace an
amplifier's speaker output. (Mole: Radial requires
thatl you use a parallel speakar cut irom e amp
or Iromm the speaker cabingl and mantain he
amp's spaakar load. )

PERFORMARMNCE
Genarally, the best thing you can say about a direct

b is that vou forged it's there, The JDIs are rans-
parent and noise free, but they're mot forgedtable
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Thiey perdormed very well on evory source
I ted them, including elesing amnd acoushs
guitar and bass, Even in an envmonment
hat's occasionally prong 0o grounding
problems and noise from compulars and
mecitors. 1o :_'.|§;"|.'|I wWias ultra cloan,

Ihe polanty switch may be desgned
ta reduce phasing problems hebeeen
combirsad dirgct and miked signals, bt
angadging it can also colar a mana sigral
in apleasani Wiy
Stratocaster of a Fishman Blendea
aquipned Tavlor acoustic, Using the Pad
and Speaker switches, the JDI also han-
dlad culput Treem a lebe amp quile wel

the signal, without the coloration of
ihe amp's speaker, was a hlike bnght
with distorted seftings, but didnt have
that papery rasp that can Rappen whan
gaing cieecl. With & little processing, it
sounded huge, The amp's clean sellings
sparkied, a mee allemabive 1o the more
muted clean sound you'd geld from mik-

g a SpEaNer The amp's SpEeaKer-come- |

ponsated ng oul also sounded Good

(for this, the JIN's pads were disen- |
gagedy. The Duplex box, with s pair of |

I:::i|]-\,_."l"_.l.:i| Yoz ona |

Fadial JOI MEZ and JD1 Duplex

SPECS AND FEATURES
JDI MK3

CHANMELS..........cee. 1

CONNECTIONS.............cococe 1A-inch high-impedanca
input; 1/4-inch high-impedance
thru; XLR outpud

FREQUENCY RESPONSE ..........
SIGHAL TO NDIBE.........ccocoeaie
DISTORTION

INPUT IMPEDANGE ... 20 ROHITIS i
DUTPUT IMPEDANCE ... ... 150 0(iMS..cc s
ad —15 dB; Speaker (-30dB); ..............
Merge (sums Input and
Thru signals to Mono); Polarity
Rewerse; Ground Lt

10Hzto BOkHz 3 dB ............cc.ec.
J22 dBu full bandwadth ...
Less than 0.06% @ 20 Hz..........c..... JLess than 005% @ 20 Hz
PHASE DEVIATION .......... .Less than 3° from 40 Hz o0 10 kHz ............

JDI DUPLEX
&

e— L [ e
impedancs input; 2 - 1/4-inch
high-impedance thru; 2 -
XLR output

.10 Hz to B0 kHz £3 dB
122 dBu full bandwadth

e L B55 EhAN 37 from
40 Hz to 10 kHz
e— .- )
PP | L1 1 ||| -
- Pad ~15 dB; 2 - Speaker
(=30 dB}; 2 - Merge (sums
Input and Thru signaks o
Monao); 2 - Polarity Reverse;
2 - Ground Lift

14 gauge steed construction................. 14 gauge steel construction

independent ins and outs, allows you to | DIRECT CONCLUSION

rs Both speaker and ne-levsl s:gnals
for ane huge stereg sound. Youw can alsg
uze the JDIg in reverse as a re-amping
tool 1o lake a balanced nput Trom your
mixer or recorder and feed a high-
impedance unbalanced aul 10 your amp.
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A gualty teol, no matter how simple, 15
a joy toown, With bulletproo! construc-
tion, a versatile fealure set, and trans-
parent sound, tha Hadmial JO MES and
JD Duplex would acquit themselves
el i &y pro, e, o sludhic fng n
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