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Cabletek/Radial /D1 and /D4

Direct Insertion Boxes

ith e smvoumt of emphasis being
placed on cutling odge techaolo-
ey 10 1s ne surptse that the ever-
impoetant direct insciion oy W SO
monly known as the D — sl ks contribu-
tiom 1 the somie clcn i oflen overlooked, A
typical pop recond toskay often his 40 or mone
iracks of swdio tha pass through o T box in
the recording process, and o (ypecal live per-
fl.'m'l'l'l#‘ll!u,'|\.L 1'||!'I!|.‘|'| i o ||-.'-.l'|.'|'| O e |_1:|i||||1|_'|*~.
thit require DI boec, I s Tor this reason thad
-;,:]hﬂ'lhi.l'lg the o I s as evucis] s ever,
In my expericnce, there
approaches o selectng o D both iy 1o
achieve an end result without mtroducing
harmvonic distoron, phose shilt or loss of
lineanty, The Girst approach s 1w chisose a
box that purposely aliers the some chre
terstics of the sowrce. This wsually means
an active deviee that oftlen has g tabse circuil
to add warmth of pumch. Some excellen
Bovsoes i this |.:|.I-|'_!'_|||:|. i|1|. TS I|1.; |]-,'r|||;h;r
Tubse DM e the Gas Cooker Tube 1L
On il oaber el of the speCiim ang
direct boxes that pass audio with the least
possible deviation in e original signal,
This 15 the category that the Cablewek/Badial
JIM and D& (o rackooumiedd Tour-chgiminel
version of the Ty fall inwe. The 10T and
JDH are linear from 20 He o 80 K-z, free
from distortion throughout the aodio mnge
and show ".'i|'l|.|,'|||:. IO |'||‘|.'|*~:; tlevianom

arg  Lwoe

Features

The world-renowned FT-DBE tnuslormser
1% e bt of CableekBasdnl's |1.;|u-~i1.-,' 113
(523939 and JD (SEAEN direct boxes,
Jensen’s transformers are considered by mrmy
e b thie soorkd™s Timeesa, il CabletchBachial™s
cornminment o make them e center of the
company s s proves 115 7no comipromise”
approach 10 equipment design, The perfor-
mance of 1he Jensen transformers has a 20k
vear warranty (he direct boxes (hemselves
have a three-vear warraniy).

The JIM is equipped with a ground-hilt
swilch that isolyies the ;:1!|.|||.|,| o the bl
anced XLE owput. The ground-life switch
showld be ket ol in ot circumstanees, 11
there is a grounding bugz or hum, lifting the
groaind wsually chiminates the woise
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Applications:
Recarding studio, project studio

Key Features:

IDI; ground-lift switch; pad switch;
merge switch; filter switch; 1/4"
jacks. JD4: rackmount four-channel
version of the 1DI.

Prici:

DI — $239.39; JD4 — $849.99
Contact:

Cabletek/Radial at 604-942-1001;
ar circle Reader Service 71.

The pid switch imiroduces a =15 dB pod
infcr the cirenit, This lets the user adjust the
"= gaIn FEnge 1o ahimn the |1:|I_'I'.|_"-.I Jrms-
sible xigl1.|'|-|11-l1tliu‘ ratick.

The merge switch allows the 1M 1o be
used as a passive 21 mixer. This lets two
mdependent sources (e, wo mono key-
bosards or two aeoustic gunars) be merged
it o single mono output. This leature is
very uschul in live situations where there is
a hed pember of D5 or desk inpuis,
There is no volume conteol so the levels
st B o by adjustog the oulpot vol-
umee at the sound source,

The Dilter swiatch troduoces an mowd)-
Il '|||||'u11:||'||.'|.' ||'|:1l|.'||1:|1',: loadd, which acts
like a 50 kHz roll off. Cabletek/Badial rec-
pavmends this filer when vsing the I with
kevboards, wne modules, drum machines
and CI plavers because these deviees can
mircsduce  ultra-high-frequency noise inko
the audio chain,

by Russ Long

It wsing the DO woithe imnstmoments such as
acrkitic guitars o basses, the switch shoald
be set on “pick-up” sothere s no interderemee
with the upper larmomics. I addition wohese
switches, the JD4 s oguipped with a phase
reverse swilch thst reverses the polanny by
changing the hot lead from 2-pan to 5-pin

The J0M is equapped with two 1747 jacks.
Irv merimil l.1|'r|.'|.|[||r|k. thie fiirsA |:|.-L"|-. Ay s
amiche apant and the second as o throagh con-
neCior, ]L"||i|'I:T' [I'II.' SCHITOE IS e nt Sonncel
o an amplifier, Inthe merge moke both 1147
pcks act as aedio inputs, There is also w bal
angced XLE owpot, Esch chanmel of the T4
has these same connectors and i addition,
the 1547 input commectors on cach channel
have been duplicated o enhanee versatiliny

The fromt paneld jcks are the normaling
tvpe that automatically reroute the /O from
rear pusel 1o Tront panel when a conmector
= |'|]|_|_-_=.-_1|_-|_|_ in, The :i|:I|'ll.I1h o The near |:'-.||I-.'|
of the 104 are labeled both nghtside up as
wiell as upsede down. This almost assores
the wsier sall Frsd 1lse o i,n;k thie Tl
time {regardless whether he or she s look-
g at the unit straght on or looking over
the top of @ rck and accessing the pancl
upsice down)

Auvotheer Teature of the 100 and 104 s the
wse of mecessed switches, This prevems
switches from being hroken off. The
swilichies are e gquite sturely weenibemil
H.'l.l!l.'llll\:_‘ s '|:|r'II|.:“'r-. ||'|'||1-l.1h:~1|"||-'.'.

continued on page 58 [ ]

| Product points
Cabletek/Radial DI Boxes
Pl
* Durability

* Sound
* Three-year warranty

M
* Mo phase switch on the JDI

The Scare
O] Boxes aren't the sexiest
pieces of gear in the studio, but
these durable, great-sounding
boxes won't let you down,
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In use

I curremily revording new bamd tracks
aut soane Roy Cirbison cols T were origi-
mally reconded i the carly 1970k, and the
Cableick/Rislial JIM and 124 D] boses have
been mdispensable, There is already o sig-
pfacant et of noise on the vocal tracks
alug o i age of e material {ovore than 23
| wears oldd) and the bleed Trom the original
tracking instraments. My goal has been to
keep the noase floor toan aheolule mime-
e, Tiv aboy this, the vocal track has been
transferred anto o 24-bit Pro Tools rig o we
can Lake Tull advantage of current moise
remowal technology. | have been recording
the mageriy of e imstrument racks 1o the
Sony 33K digital multitrack with all key-
board  tracks  poing  throwgh the
Cubletek/Badial 14, The resulis have been
~.|.h1|.||.':|l'l} ~.I||||1|.i1|.1:.

1 v al=o haad Gintastic results recording
programmied percussion, biss guitar sl
drum  boops through the 100 and  JT
Because it is passive. 1 never had  the
groarwilloop problems oflen encountered
with kevbswrd ricks and drom maschines,
And snce i as aquipped wath Jensen rans-
T, i sounds Fantsne delivering a vir-
muially limear response with o added naise.

Summary

The 1 b= o winner Trean every angle,
Is roosd worthy, it's feaiere-packed and i
EXRIVIRIH B ;n::l.l.' The Cablee kiR adial dl.'.'-.igll.
tewimy s obviously mose than a bunch of
white coats whao only make it out of the lab
once a week o watch Sreer Trek. They ane a
weaimn who wnderstamds the needs of recond-
i anld sound reinforcement engineers and
knows how b design o produgt o meet
s meils,

Muss Lenng, o Nosdoeilledwesed . poodie

| erfenginecs 0 segidor coseiriluer Lo Pro
Ancdier Review.
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