SOS ON TEST

Radial Workhorse

Modular Processing & Summing System

With API's 500-series ‘Lunchbox’
format becoming ever more popular,

it was almost inevitable that someone
would try to improve on the standard...

HUGH ROBJOHNS

he ‘Lunchbox’ modular racking
| system, conceived and developed
by API as the 500 series, is now
a much-loved industry standard, and
a wide range of manufacturers have
produced countless compatible modules
and frames. The latest addition is the
"Workhorse' rack and mixer from Radial,
who have been producing 500-series
compatible modules for some time.
While the Workhorse is fundamentally
similar to all 500-series compatible rack
frames, it's also radically different in some
interesting and useful ways — as is often
the case when Radial’s engineers set
pen to draughtsman’s paper! It also has
more versatile module connectivity and
configurability than most other frames.
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Overview

The Workhorse is a standard 3U-high
rackmounting frame, designed to
accommodate up to eight single-width
500-series modules, or a combination of
single- and double-width modules. The
frame is made of heavy-gauge steel (the
empty rack frame weighs a solid 10kg) and
painted in a tough, dark-blue finish.

A removable tray screwed inside the
base of the unit helps to guide modules
into line with the rear connectors. This
tray is equipped with guide slots for
both single (slots 1-4), and double-width
modules (5-6 and 7-8). The latter can also
accommodate single-width modules.
Anyone who already owns a range of
500-series modules will know that they're
not all constructed to the same frame
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size tolerances. Radial are well aware of
that, which is why the slot tray can be
removed. It's a thoughtful feature, which
allows slightly oversized modules to

be installed without excessive force (or
resorting to hand files!).

On the right-hand side of the frame,
where most 500-series racks would
house a power supply, the Workhorse
instead features an eight-channel stereo
analogue mixer, complete with integral
monitoring facilities feeding two main
outputs (main and monitor), as well as
a pair of headphones outputs, The main













