by Mitch Gallagher

Price: 31599

Contact: Radial Engineenng,
www.radialeng.com

Strengths:

W ['wo amp outputs, one
transformer-isolated

W Dutput level control with
overload LED

B Irput &nd output ground lifts

M Indestructible

W Can be used with a preamp as a
“line drovae™ Tos long cable nms
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cNgineering X-Amp

he queast 1o capture
T e ul{rmate cpuitar
tone can be a long
and arduous one. It's
aspecially difficult if yvou're
trying 1o dial in the toneg in the
"heat of the momeaent”™ — as
the guitar plaver is laying
down the track. | you want
the most contral ovar the tone
you're recording, then the
best solution is o re-amplify:
record the direct guitar 1o a
track, then play the track back
through guitar ampis) so you
can dial in the sound and mic
salection/placement 1o
parfection. The problem is
interfacing your recorder/DAW
ta the guitar amp. The solution
15 Radial Engineerings X-Amp.
X-Amp s descended from
the JO7T (reviewed July "02]; it
employs the same Class A
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design and actwe balanced
input. There's an autput laval
control and an overload LED.
The unit has o guitar-level
outs for feeding two amps at
once, The polarity of the second,
wihich is transformerisolated,
can be flipped.

Putting X-Amp to work 15
easy: hook up the wallwart
powear supply, run a balanced
(LA} line from your recorder
i the input. Hook the 1/4°
outs to your amp or 310mp
boxes. | connected X-Amp 1o
my Pro Tools rig and 1o my
Measa-Boogie amp. Initially it
appeared | would have noise
prablems — there was fairly
high amount of hash in the
amp. A flick of the input ground
lift solved the problem. The
amp was dead silent, even at
high gain. | connected my

Marshall to Qutput 2 for a
lavered tona, Again, a blissful
lack of background hum ar hiss.

The best thing you can say
about X-Ampas that it sounds
like you're plugged straight
it your amp, The second
best thing is that it's so simple
10 use, but has cool features,
such as multiple greund lifts
and an output level control,
The third is that it's clearly
built ta lasy a hfatirme,

"Re-amping” 15 a way of life
for me — as a back-up, | track
all quitars direct so if
necessary | can go back and
re-record with a different 1one.
With the X-Amp, Radial has
provided an outstanding tool
far re-amping — and the price
1% rnight, Chalk up another
winming creative (ool for the
Radial crew.



